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SHPA supports a bipartisan bill introduced in Congress to finally give people with 
disabilities and older Americans significantly more freedom to earn and save 
money without risking the loss of vital benefits, their livelihoods, and their ability to 
support themselves and members of their family. The SSI Savings Penalty 
Elimination Act, introduced by U.S. Senators Sherrod Brown and Rob Portman, 
updates Supplemental Security Income (SSI) asset limits for the first time since 
the 1980s. Current SSI asset limits prevent individuals who receive the modest 
benefit from saving more than $2,000. 

The bill raises SSI asset limits from $2,000 to $10,000 for individuals and from 
$3,000 to $20,000 for married couples and indexes them to inflation moving 
forward. SSI provides money to 8 million adults and children with disabilities and 
older Americans. Many recipients are Black, Hispanic, and other people of color 
and further marginalized – making it even more critical that Congress pass this 
bill. 

“The SSI Savings Penalty Elimination Act is a positive step forward in SHPA’s 
ongoing push to give millions of people with disabilities the economic opportunity 
they deserve and more financial security to save for emergencies and unexpected 
expenses. We see too many people with disabilities and their families forced to 
impoverish themselves in order to maintain critical SSI benefits, instead of being 
able to save for the future and for emergencies that arise in all of our lives,” said 
David Esposito, Executive Director of SHPA of Illinois. “Raising asset limits would 
significantly improve the lives of people with IDD who receive SSI.” 

SHPA will continue to advocate relentlessly for changes to SSI asset limits and 
against the existing unfair and discriminatory caps. Along with our partner 
advocates, we urge Members of Congress to update SSI asset limits to at least 
adjust for inflation, so that people with disabilities can take advantage of financial 
opportunity to provide for themselves and their families and feel a better sense of 
financial security. 

 


